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Master of the Mimicry Art

Mimicry is a blend of
mime, monoact and
ventriloquism. It requires a genius
to achieve this blend. Nerella
Venumadhav has nurtured mimicry
to a fine art and has spent 40 years
in perfecting this to a wholesome
entertainment for all classes of
people. Venumadhav has mastered
technique to such an extent that
whether it be a voice of the man,
woman, animal, bird or musical
note or even most of them together.
He reproduces them so faithfully
that the audience get a feeling that
he or she is listening to the original.
Even the electronic gadgets used
usually for mixing a variety of
sounds, voices and musical notes
in film music are not difficult for
him to copy.

He. was born at Warangal and
as a boy Venumadhav used to
derive pleasure by imitating the
voice and mannerisms of his
teachers. Besides his mother tongue
Telugu, he knows Urdu, English
and Hindi. This has given him a
distinct advantage to perform in
every nook and corner of the
country and also abroad. Before
becoming a fulltime mimic,

Venumadhav served as a teacher for
about 18 years. He was a successful
teacher, for he used his control over
voice as a 'teaching1 aid.

Venumadhav does not require
any makeup nor a stage to perform.
A good public address system will
do and his show is on. Items are
selected based on the type of
audience. For instance, if he is to
perform before students he imitates
N. T. Rama Rao, Dilip Kumar,
Rajesh Khanna, Bhanumati etc. and
reproduces the speeches of
Dr. S. Radhakrishrian, Sardar
Vallabhai Patel, Jawaharlal-Nehru
and Mahatma Gandhi. If the
audience belong to the academic
circle, he selects scenes from
Othello, Hamlet. Julius Caeser and
so on. He impresses the audience
with British accent and the perfect
characterisation of different roles.

Venumadhav updates his items
often. Three decades ago he used
to mimic the title music of the 20
th Century Fox, a Hollywood studio
and then switched over to playing
the scenes from Ten
Commandments* and "Ben Hur".
He still plays the scenes from
'Madonna's Golrf, imitating the